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Pork farmers in Ontario tend to be 
pretty humble. At the same time, they 
want people to know that producers 
really do care – about animals, the 
environment and the people who 
depend on them. In order to high-
light the positive contributions of the 
industry, Ontario Pork invited 
producers and their families to share 
their favourite images in the 2017 
#OntarioPorkProud photo contest. 
 In total, the organization received 
more than 200 great photos. The 
contest goals were twofold: to remind 
farmers that they have much to be 
proud of, and to share the best of 
Ontario hog farming with the world 
through social media and a new 
promotional campaign.
 The images capture many aspects 
of a diverse industry – from loose 
sow housing to pasture-raised 
animals, and from traditional field 
methods to high-tech equipment. 
 “Sharing the good work that takes 
place on Ontario hog farms is an 
opportunity to open our doors to a 
public that increasingly has no direct 
connection to farming,” said Stacey 
Ash, Ontario Pork’s manager of 
communications and consumer 
marketing. “The #OntarioPorkProud 
photo contest provided a great 
foundation to promote an authentic 
image of the pig farms and farmers 
that help feed hungry Canadians.”
 The organization is promoting 
nine #OntarioPorkProud videos on 
social media channels, each featuring 
a producer-submitted photo. The 
images and messages were also 
featured on large posters displayed at 
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. 
These posters aim to help set the 
record straight on everything from 
hormones to community involve-
ment. (Canadian pork producers do 
not use added growth hormones and 
Ontario producers donated their 
one-millionth serving of fresh pork to 
Ontario food banks in September.) 
 All in all, there are plenty of 
reasons to be #OntarioPorkProud.
 The following photos are a snap-
shot of some of the contest submis-
sions. To view all of the winning 
entries, visit ontariopork.on.ca/
photocontest. BF 
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Kerrilyn Graydon received first place in the places category for 
her summer image of a hog barn in Oxford County.
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FIELDTRIP

Danielle Vermeulen earned top spot for the people category with 
this image of market hogs in the Golden Horseshoe area.

Danielle Vermeulen captured another top spot, this time in the animals 
category, for this photo of two piglets nursing in a barn in the Golden 

Horseshoe area.

Kiara Michiels captured a summer 
sunset over a hog barn in Perth County. 
She won third in the places category 
for her photo.

Maaike Campbell of Lambton County snapped this photo of 
future farmers checking a group of young pigs. Campbell won 
second place for this image in the people category.

Emily Harley snapped this photo of Tamworth pigs 
rooting in a pasture in the Peterborough area. She won 

third place in the animals category for the image.

LaDonna Boersma 
shared this great shot 

of a busy day at a Perth 
County barn during 

grain harvest.

Maaike Campbell captured a winter sunset at a 
farrow-to-wean sow operation in Lambton County. 
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A grower pig in Oxford County checks out the camera. Kerrilyn 

Graydon won second place in the animals category.

Kerrilyn Graydon photo
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Darryl Terpstra caught this tractor driver monitoring closely 

while plowing a straight furrow in Perth County.

Darryl Terpstra photo

Lauren DeVries shared this peaceful, black-and-white image of a young 
litter of piglets at a barn in the Wellington/Dufferin area.
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Rebecca Haan shared this 
photo from a hog barn in the 
Northumberland/Quinte area. 

Ben Van de 
Bruinhorst caught an 
image of a truck, in 
Huron County, being 
loaded to ship hogs. 

Tanya Terpstra, a 
producer in Perth 
County, snapped 
this image of 
technologically 
savvy farming.


